
NEW OARS Skoda Felicia Fun 

By Mike Askew 

T'S n o t o f t e n t h a t a S k o d a t u r n s 
a s m a n y h e a d s a s a F e r r a r i , b u t 

; ; t h e Felicia F u n c e r t a i n l y a t t r a c t s 
• p l e n t y o f a t t e n t i o n . If t h e l u r i d 
y e l l o w p a i n t w o r k , m a t c h i n g a l l o y 
w h e e l s a n d c h u n k y b u m p e r s a r e n ' t 
e n o u g h t o m a k e b y s t a n d e r s p o i n t , 
t h e b i z a r r e s e c o n d r o w o f s e a t s w i l l . 

It is f u n d a m e n t a l l y a Felicia pick­
u p w i t h t h e r e a r b u l k h e a d h i n g e d t o 
t h e b a c k o f t h e cab r a t h e r t h a n 
w e l d e d . In s t a n d a r d f o r m , t h e F u n is 
a r e g u l a r p ick-up w i t h a d e c e n t l o a d 
a r e a a n d u s e f u l w o o d e n s l a t s l i n i n g 
t h e f l o o r . But, w i t h t h e p u l l o f a h a n ­
dle a n d a g o o d heave, t h e b a c k o f 
t h e cab m o v e s f r o m i ts r e g u l a r p o s i ­
t i o n a n d f i t s i n t o p l a c e j u s t i n f r o n t of 
t h e r e a r s u s p e n s i o n t u r r e t s . Fold 
d o w n t h e s e a t c u s h i o n s , r e a r r a n g e 
: h e s e a t b e l t s a n d hey p r e s t o - t h e 
F u n is c o n v e r t e d t o a f o u r - s e a t e r . 

Once f o l d e d o u t , t h e r e a r s e a t s 
a r e s u r p r i s i n g l y p r a c t i c a l . A l t h o u g h 

' . D5c ;ed. they're c o m f o r t a b l e , 
c.-ovide a r e a s o n a b l e a m o u n t o f 

Lurid yellow interior matches paintwork. Even with the fold-out rear seats in place, pick-up load area is useful 

l e g r o o m a n d , o f c o u r s e , a s u p e r b 
v i e w . T h e h i g h r e a r s c r e e n m e a n s 
b u f f e t i n g f r o m t h e w i n d is v i r t u a l l y 
n o n - e x i s t e n t , a n d if t h e s u n is o u t it's 
t h e i d e a l p lace t o c a t c h a f e w r a y s . 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h e i n t e r i o r l o o k s 
l i k e a n e x p l o s i o n i n a c u s t a r d f a c t o ­
ry. Y e l l o w l e a t h e r i n s e r t s a n d d u b i ­
o u s l y t r i m m e d s e a t s l iven u p t h e 
c a b i n , w i t h t h e m a t c h i n g g e a r l e v e r 
g a i t e r , d i a l s a n d s t e e r i n g w h e e l 
c o m p l e t i n g t h e n o n - c o n f o r m i s t ef­
fect. A n d t h e Fun doesn't q u i t e live u p 
t o i t s n a m e o n t h e r o a d . S k o d a de­
s c r i b e s it a s a 'flexible t r a n s p o r t s o ­
l u t i o n ' , a n d a f t e r s t e e r i n g t h e Fel ic ia 

o v e r t h e N e w Forest's m a n y c a t t l e 
g r i d s , t h a t s t a t e m e n t is d i f f i c u l t t o 
a r g u e a g a i n s t . D e s p i t e t h e a d d i t i o n 
o f a w e l l d i s g u i s e d a n d s u b s t a n t i a l 
r o l l b a r a b o v e t h e p a s s e n g e r b e n c h 
( p a i n t e d y e l l o w , o f c o u r s e ) t h e Fel i ­
c ia r e a l l y m i s s e s t h e s o l i d b u l k h e a d 
o f t h e n o r m a l pick-up. As a r e s u l t , i t 
s h i m m i e s i t s w a y o v e r p o o r r o a d 
s u r f a c e s i n a m a n n e r u s u a l l y a s s o ­
c i a t e d w i t h 'proper' c o n v e r t i b l e s . At 
l e a s t t h e 1.6-litre, 7 5 b h p e n g i n e is 
r e f i n e d a n d p a c k s a d e c e n t p u n c h . 

S k o d a p l a n s t o i m p o r t 3 0 0 F u n s 
a n d is c o n f i d e n t o f f i n d i n g b u y e r s 
f o r e v e r y o n e . T h e f i r m r e c k o n s t h a t 
c a s h - s t r a p p e d s p o r t u t i l i t y b u y e r s , 
o r t h o s e l o o k i n g f o r a m o r e p r a c t i ­
cal a n d er... f u n a l t e r n a t i v e t o t h e 
s t a n d a r d pick-up w i l l give it a look. 

W h e t h e r S k o d a w i l l f i n d 3 0 0 buy­
e r s f o r a y e l l o w pick-up w i t h a f r o g 
o n t h e B-pi l lar a n d a £9,999 p r i c e r e ­
m a i n s t o be s e e n , b u t o n e t h i n g is 
f o r c e r t a i n , it w i l l give p e o p l e s o m e ­
t h i n g t o l a u g h a b o u t . T h e t r o u b l e is, 

F u n doesn't l i v e up t o i t s name on the road due to excessive body shake f e w a r e l ikely t o be o w n e r s . O 

ft Is'OPINION 
DESPITE the Czech company's 
image overhaul, the words 
Skoda and fun are still rarely 
found in the same sentence. 
The Felicia Fun is an attempt 
to redress the balance, but 
falls short of the mark. A cheap 
sport utility with innovative 
seating sounds great on 
paper, but the concept falls 
flat and the Fun is not a 
wholly successful effort. 

At a glance 
• l S k o d a F e l i c i a F u n based o n 

s t a n d a r d p i c k - u p . A v a i l a b l e 
o n l y i n y e l l o w 

• P a r t - l e a t h e r t r i m , a l l o y 
w h e e l s a n d s t e r e o i n c l u d e d 
i n £9,999 pr ice 

• A i m e d a t b u d g e t s p o r t 
u t i l i t y m a r k e t 

• O n l y 3 0 0 t o c o m e t o t h e U K 

Q THE new Volkswagen Golf 
will be the only car in its class 
to have four airbags and ABS 
standard on all models, giving 
the new Vauxhall Astra a run 
for its money. The range starts 
at £12,250 for the entry-level 
1.4 E three-door- its group 4 
insurance rating is three 
groups lower than the 
previous starter car. Other new 
Golfs follow this trend, with 
the 1.8-litre GTI now down to 
group 10E and the i.8T-litre GTI 
at group 14E. All cars have 
three-year mechanical and 12-
year corrosion warranties. 

There's also good news for 
Passat buyers: for an increase 
of £115, they too now have four 
airbags and ABS as standard. 

© ROVER aims to boost the 
appeal of its 200 and 400 
ranges by introducing a 
special edition and increasing 
some standard equipment 
levels. The new 416LS has a 
1.6-litre l6v K-series engine, 
plus leather seats, wooden 
trim, sunroof and electric front 
windows as standard, and 
costs £13,500. 

Rover has also added front 
electric windows as standard 
to other models, including the 
£12,000 2i4iSE, which also 
has remote central locking 
and air-conditioning. 

© DAEWOO has overtaken its 
big Korean rival Hyundai to 
become the best-selling 
passenger car manufacturer in 
its home country - for the first 
time in 25 years. Daewoo's 
success has much to do with its 
new Matiz mini car, which in 
April became the best-selling 
car in Korea. The Matiz, which 
is powered by an 800cc engine, 
will be pitched into the highly 
competitive European super­
mini market in September. 

G DAIHATSU has recorded 
an increase in production of 
3-2 per cent for 1997 over the 
previous year, despite a 
struggling Japanese economy. 
In 1997 it exported more cars 
than any otherjapanese 
maker, with an increase of 65.1 
per cent over 1996.The 
majority of these went to 
North America. 

Sofarthisyear.no 
Japanese manufacturer has 
managed to increase domestic 
sales, although Daihatsu has 
been least affected. 

A U T O E X P R E S S | 3 ) u n e l 9 9 8 

 
www.SkodaFeliciaFun.co.uk- a useful website for owners and enthusiasts of Skoda Felicia Fun Pickup Trucks 




