
NEW CARS SKODA F E L I C I A FUN 

Skoda picks up spirit of fun 
S k o d a F e l i c i a F u n 
P R I C E £ 9 9 9 9 
O N S A L E Now 

T h e closest Skoda 
_ has come to fun 
^j j^p in recent yea r s is 

be ing t h e sub jec t of 
a n endless s u p p l y of jokes; n o t 
t h a t t h e c o m p a n y h a s found 
a n y of t h e m p a r t i c u l a r l y funny. 
B u t wi th t h e a p p e a r a n c e of t h e 
m a t u r e a n d impress ive Oc tav ia , 
Skoda jokes should now be 
consigned t o the p a s t . 

B u t p e r h a p s no t , because t h e 
c o m p a n y has j u s t i n t roduced 
s o m e t h i n g t h a t is g u a r a n t e e d 
t o have the average p e d e s t r i a n 
in s t i t ches . I t ' s called the 
Felicia F u n , and it h a s a ve ry 
n e a t t r i ck u p i ts sleeve. Look 
p a s t t he gar ish w a r p a i n t a n d 
the re seems to be a n o r d i n a r y 
two-sea t p ick-up lu rk ing 
u n d e r n e a t h . B u t wai t , because 
by pul l ing a hand le t h e en t i r e 
rear b u l k h e a d can be lifted to 
c rea t e a n ex t r a row of sea ts , 
l andau- s ty l e , o u t in t h e open. 

T h e Felicia F u n was first 
seen a t t h e Geneva M o t o r 
Show two years ago. M o s t 
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t h o u g h t t h a t would be the las t 
t i m e i t was seen as well, b u t 
S k o d a had o the r ideas . T h e 
F u n w e n t on sale in the Czech 
R e p u b l i c a t t h e end of las t yea r 
a n d h a s since gone on sale in 
G e r m a n y . Skoda U K m u s t be 
feeling su i t ab ly b r ave a t t h e 
m o m e n t , a n d is p l a n n i n g t o 
i m p o r t 300 un i t s , c a r ry ing a 
price t a g of £ 9 9 9 9 . 

T h e F u n is bas ica l ly a S k o d a 

p ick-up in d rag - b u t w h a t 
d r ag it is. T h e t one is 
u n r e m i t t i n g l y yellow ( the only 
colour avai lable) b u t t h e r e a re 
a n u m b e r of different hues on 
offer, r ang ing from m u s t a r d to 
lemon . Yellow alloy wheels a re 
s t a n d a r d , a n d there ' s a p las t ic 
bull ba r a t the front a n d a n odd 
spoiler a r r a n g e m e n t a t t h e back . 

Power comes from t h e 1.6-litre 
four-cyl inder Volkswagen-

Any colour you like as long as it's yellow; delicate trim limits load carrying 

sourced engine which is a l r e a d y 
used in the Felicia a n d will 
also a p p e a r in the Oc tav ia . I t 
p roduces 7 5 b h p a t 4 5 0 0 r p m 
a n d 991b ft of t o r q u e down a t 
3 5 0 0 r p m . W i t h a ke rb weight 
of only 950kg to shift a r o u n d , 
t he pe r fo rmance isn ' t t o o 
shabby. S k o d a c la ims figures 
of 12.5sec to 6 2 m p h a n d a t o p 
speed of lOOmph. 

On t h e road it feels qu i t e 
pacey, a l t h o u g h the engine can 
be a t o u c h r a u c o u s if ex t ended . 
B u t i t still feels ve ry m u c h like 
a v a n t o drive. P r o b l e m s are 
encoun te red when it comes t o 
corner ing - t he re is loads of 
b o d y roll a n d the s tee r ing is a 
w o r r y as i t 's difficult to place 
t h e car w i t h a n y accuracy. 

T h e r ide is no be t te r , b u t 
m i g h t well improve when t h e 
car 's weighed down w i t h half a 
t o n n e of clobber. P r e s u m a b l y 
lifestyle clobber. B u t t h a t would 
do the a l r eady w a y w a r d b o d y 
cont ro l no favours, which is 
adverse ly affected by the lack 
of a solid rea r b u l k h e a d . 

B u t i t s d y n a m i c failings d o n ' t 
do a g r e a t deal of d a m a g e to 
t h e a p p e a l of this car - and it 
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Much of the garish cabin trim is leather; odd frog graphic appears on seats 

y e l l o w f i n i s h , w h i c h s e v e r e l y 
l i m i t s i t s a p p e a l a s a w o r k i n g 
v e h i c l e . S a m e a p p l i e s t o t h e 
w o o d e n s l a t s ; t h e y ' r e g r e a t 
a e s t h e t i c a l l y , b u t n o t 
p a r t i c u l a r l y p r a c t i c a l . A n d 
t h e w o o d l o o k s l i k e i t c o m e s 
f r o m a F i s h e r P r i c e f o r e s t . 

T h e F e l i c i a F u n c a n ' t b e 
t a k e n s e r i o u s l y . I t h a s a n e a t 
s e a t l a y o u t , b u t t h e s t a n d a r d 
p i c k - u p i s t h r e e g r a n d c h e a p e r 
a t £6849, s o w h a t k i n d o f 
b u y e r i s t h e F u n g o i n g t o 
a p p e a l t o ? S k o d a a d m i t s i t 

d o e s h a v e a p p e a l . A q u i c k 
g l a n c e a t t h e i n t e r i o r w i l l s o o n 
h a v e o n l o o k e r s e n t r a n c e d ; a g a i n 
t h e r e ' s y e l l o w e v e r y w h e r e a n d a 
l o t o f i t i s l e a t h e r , i n c l u d i n g t h e 
t h i c k s t e e r i n g w h e e l , g e a r k n o b 
a n d g a i t e r , h a n d b r a k e a n d p l u s h 
s e a t t r i m . B e s t o f a l l , t h e r e a r e 
s u p e r - p a d d e d l e a t h e r d o o r t r i m s , 
s u i t a b l e f o r a n y v a n d r i v e r t o 

« --
VW four also used in new Octavia 

r e s t h i s e l b o w . Y e l l o w a l s o c o v e r s 
t h e i n s t r u m e n t s a n d s u n v i s o r s . 

M o s t p u z z l i n g o f a l l i s t h e 
f r o g g r a p h i c p l a s t e r e d a l l o v e r 
t h e s e a t t r i m a n d o n t h e 
B - p i l l a r s . S k o d a i n s i s t s t h a t 
t h e r e i s n o h i d d e n m e a n i n g 
a n d i t ' s j u s t a b i t o f f u n . 

B u t b a c k t o t h o s e c l e v e r 
s e a t s . T h e r e a r b u l k h e a d 
r e q u i r e s a b i t o f e f f o r t t o h e a v e 
i n t o p o s i t i o n , a n d i s b e s t d o n e 
w h i l e s t a n d i n g i n t h e l o a d a r e a 
s o e v e r y o n e a r o u n d c a n see 
e x a c t l y w h a t y o u ' r e u p t o . O n c e 
i n p o s i t i o n i t l o c k s s o l i d l y , a n d 
t h e r e a r s e a t s f l i p d o w n i n t o 
p o s i t i o n . T h e y a r e q u i t e t h i n l y 

p a d d e d , b u t r a t h e r c o m f o r t a b l e . 
A n d b y f a r t h e m o s t e n j o y a b l e 
p l a c e t o b e . 

A c c e s s t o t h e r e a r i s f r o m t h e 
p a s s e n g e r s i d e o n l y ; f o r s o m e 
r e a s o n t h e d r i v e r ' s s e a t d o e s n ' t 
t i p f o r w a r d . B u t a n y w a y , i t ' s 
m u c h m o r e f u n t o i g n o r e t h e 
d o o r s a l t o g e t h e r a n d j u s t 
s c r a m b l e o v e r t h e r e a r s i d e s a n d 
d r o p i n t o t h e s e a t s . I n t h e b a c k 
i t s t a y s r e l a t i v e l y b l u s t e r - f r e e , 
a l t h o u g h i t i s t e m p t i n g t o s t r a i n 
y o u r n e c k t o t r y a n d g e t t h e f u l l 
w i n d - i n - y o u r - h a i r e f f e c t . 

B o o t s p a c e i s m a s s i v e w h e t h e r 
t h e s e a t s a r e p r e s e n t o r n o t , 
b u t i t ' s n o t e x a c t l y s e c u r e . 
P r a c t i c a l i t y i s a l s o l i m i t e d d u e 
t o t h e p a i n t w o r k . I t w o u l d b e 
a s h a m e t o s c r a t c h t h a t f i n e 

Pull a handle and rear seats appear 

i s n ' t s u r e . I t i s c e r t a i n l y n o t a 
v e h i c l e f o r s h r i n k i n g v i o l e t s , 
a n d n o s e l f - r e s p e c t i n g 
t r a d e s m a n w o u l d b e s e e n d e a d 
i n i t . B u t i t ' s s t i l l f u n . N o t f u n 
t o d r i v e , b u t f u n t o b e w i t h a n d 
b e s e e n i n . N o l o n g e r t h e b u t t 
o f j o k e s , i t s e e m s S k o d a h a s a 
s e n s e o f h u m o u r a l l o f i t s o w n . 
O l i v e r M a r r i a g e 

Despite the light-hearted looks, handling still feels disconcertingly van-like 

F A C T F I L E 

SKODA FELICIA FUN 
HOW M U C H ? 

Price £9999 
On sale in UK 

HOW F A S T ? 
0-62mph 

Now 

12.5sec 
Top speed 100mph 

HOW T H I R S T Y ? 
Urban 31.7mpg 
56mph 46.3mpg 
75mph 

Length 
HOW B I G ? 

32.5mpg 

4115mm 
Width 1 6 3 5 m m 
Height 1 3 9 0 m m 
Wheelbase 2 4 5 0 m m 
Weight 950kg 
Fuel tank 42 l i t res 

E N G I N E 
Layout 4 cyls in l ine, 1598cc 
Max power 75bhp at 45Q0rpm 
Max torque 991b f t a t 3 5 0 0 r p m 
Specific output 47bhp per l i t re 
Power to weight 79bhp per tonne 
Installation Transverse, f ron t , 
f ron t -whee l drive 
Made of Alloy head and block 
Bore/stroke 7 6 . 5 / 8 6 . 9 m m 
Compression ratio 9:8:1 
Valve gear 2 per cyl , sohc 
Ignition and fuel Electronic ignit ion, 
mul t i -po in t fue l inject ion 

G E A R B O X 
Type 5-speed manual 
Ratios/mph per 10OOrpm 
1st 3 4 6 / 5 . 2 2nd 1 .95/9.3 
3rd 1.31/13.8 4th 0.97/18.6 
5th 0 .75 /23 .9 Final drive 3.83:1 

S U S P E N S I O N 
Front MacPherson s t ru ts , coil 
spr ings/dampers, ant i - ro l l bar 
Rear Trail ing arms, tors ion beam axle, 
coil spr ings/dampers 

S T E E R I N G 
Type Rack and pinion, power assisted 
Lock to lock 3.1 

B R A K E S 
Front Vent i lated discs 
Rear Drums 
Anti-lock Not available 

W H E E L S AND T Y R E S 
Size 5 .5Jx13 in 
Made of Alloy 
Tyres 1 6 5 / 8 0 R13 

I manufacturers claims 
V E R D I C T 

Unique rear seat set-up and outrageous 
paint scheme make Felicia Fun a real 
a t tent ion-get ter , but poor ride and 
handling betray commerc ia l origins. 
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